
WHAT is the TOTAL NUMBER 

of BENGALI MUSLIM (‘ROHINGYA’) ATTACKERS 


on AUG 25, (and 26, and 27), 2017

and HOW DOES THIS FACTOR INTO ANY SCHEMES 


TO LET THEM BACK INTO MYANMAR?

By Rick Heizman, June 6, 2021


How many attackers did the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) attack with on 
that fateful date of August 25, 2017, in northern Rakhine State, Myanmar? 

The numbers will astonish you, and make you realize how problematic any scheme to let 
the Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) back into Myanmar will be.


This is a question that I now realize has never been properly answered - for many reasons:


1. The Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) have quite successfully led the world to largely have 
the opinion that there were no attacks by them, or that the attacks were so trivial that 
no mention of them is needed at all.


2. The Bengali Muslims and their enablers - the woke, virtue signaling, social justice 
warriors, and the arrogant but ignorant politicians and world leaders, along with the 
manipulative fake news from both the worldwide Muslim media and the Western media  
-  usually make no mention of these humongous multiple-target attacks (nor the attacks 
of November 9, 2016, and June 8, 2012, and many other past attacks) but, instead, 
keep screaming that the Burmese army unleashed a genocidal pogrom against the 
innocent, angelic, and never troublesome Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) for no reason.


3. There is no central source or databank of all the information needed to examine and 
gather all the numbers needed to calculate this.


4. It is not in the Bengalis interest for anyone to research and publish this info because 
knowledge of this will greatly harm their efforts to come back into Myanmar, by 
showing that the militants had such massive support. Just look at their immensely 
popular propaganda videos on YouTube where they flaunt their near universal support 
among the Bengali Muslim population. Similarly, the Bengalis never state how many of 
them were killed in the so-called genocide that they disingenuously scream about to 
the world. Indeed, it is a very strange genocide, with NO piles of bodies, NO mass 
graves, NO photos or videos showing that there was, or is, a genocide happening! The 
numbers of Bengalis killed is nowhere near a ‘genocidal’ death toll.
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IMPORTANT NOTE: I am NOT in favor of the coup of Feb 1, 2021, in any way, 
shape or form. It is a disastrous calamity that is ruining the country, and bringing 

unmeasurable suffering to nearly the entire population.

If anybody is put off by the use of the term ‘Bengali Muslims’ it signals ignorance of the 
subject, history, and that the term ‘Rohingya’ is a recent political construct. Human Rights 

Watch, the New York Times, and others only started to use ‘Rohingya’ in the 1990s.



THE DATA SOURCES NEEDED TO COMPUTE THE NUMBER OF ATTACKERS 

The data needed came from these sources:


1. 125 Interviews - by me, Rick Heizman - in northern Rakhine State, with Buddhists, 
Hindus, Muslims, and the Thet, Mro, Khami and Diagnet ethnic minorities. All those 
who were interviewed were direct victims and eyewitnesses to the horrors that were 
unleashed against them. 178 pages.


2. The Independent Commission of Enquiry (ICOE) interviews with Buddhists, Hindus, 
Muslims, Thet, Mro, Khami and Diagnet, which make up the largest and most 
comprehensive collection of the accounts of victims and eyewitness. 235 pages.


3. 50 prisoner statements from captured Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) who were either 
ARSA members or village men participating in the attacks under the banner of ARSA. 
Approximately 150 pages.


4. Occasional articles or reports where numbers of assailants attacking a given village or 
police post was mentioned.


This was a huge pile of data to go through carefully and to make sense of. In each source, 
sometimes there were numbers or estimates given of the attackers. I started to notice 
some consistency in the numbers - example: one prisoner might state that 'we Bengalis 
numbered about 500 as we surrounded the village police post in the darkness’ - then a 
civilian that I or the ICOE interviewed might use that same number in their description of 
the attack. Realize that these 2 people would not have ANY knowledge of the other. 
Another example: 3 prisoners from different villages that banded together and attacked 
the same police post may have used the same or very close numbers to describe their 
joint attack - one prisoner said we were about 400 Bengalis, another would say 300-400 
militants, and another might say 300. The prisoner statements which I had asked for and 
received, were done within a few days of capture, and there would not have been any 
reason at all for prisoners to coordinate irrelevant numbers like that. As well, I had the 
statements translated by my expert translators, so it cannot be said that I had faulty 
translations. Also, the people interviewed by me or the ICOE were never asked to quantify 
how many attackers there were - they spoke, and some stated a number and other didn’t.

 
SOME QUALIFYING CIRCUMSTANCES 

There are many parts of the narratives about the 
August 25, 2017 attacks that are erroneous and need 
to be rectified.


1. It was the attacks on August 25, 2017, that drew a 
fully necessary and obligatory response by the 
army - as any country on earth would respond to 
massive terrorist attacks upon its citizens and its 
government.


2. The attacks were not small nor inconsequential. They were methodically planned and 
systematically coordinated multi-targeted simultaneous attacks.
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3. The attacks by the Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) were the largest terrorist attacks in 
world history, with the largest number of targets, by far, and the largest number of 
attackers by far. No other terrorist attack is even close to the numbers (revealed 
below), not even 9/11. Consider that the 9/11 terrorists numbered 19, and their targets 
numbered 4.


4. The number of targets attacked on August 25, 2017 (when - or IF - referred to) is 
commonly said to be 30, consisting of 29 police posts and 1 army base headquarters. 
However, that is the ‘army thinking only about itself’ number - it is the number of 
security force locations that were attacked. (the security forces include Police, Border 
Guard Police, and Army). However, a large number of villages were attacked the same 
day, but not really counted by the army (because of its self-importance in only seeing  
army targets, and not valuing the common people).


5. Why include August 26, and 27? Because some of the more distant areas where 
attacks were planned did not receive the message (via Facebook-owned WhatsApp) 
from the ARSA commander on Aug 24 to launch the attacks in the early pre-dawn of 
Aug 25. Those places, and additional targets were attacked on Aug 26 or Aug 27. 
Those targets included Chut Pyin, Maung Nu, Tarein, and others.


6. On August 26 and 27, there were 26 more police posts attacked, bringing the total of 
security force targets to 56. And, the number of villages that were attacked on 
August 25, 26, and 27, totaled 87, as I counted it, and there were probably more 
small or remote villages attacked from which there have been no accounts or details. 
So, the total number of targets, over those 3 days was 143, or likely more.


7. The army was greatly outnumbered and overwhelmed with hunting down terrorists, 
being attacked and ambushed, rescuing trapped villagers, bringing in food and 
medicines for affected villagers, repairing blown-up bridges, clearing Bengali-made 
landmines, etc.


HOW I ARRIVED AT THE NUMBER OF ATTACKERS 

After going through the nearly 600 pages of interviews and 
statements and extracting the numbers that were there, I prepared 
to calculate in several ways. First, a few points to clarify:


Of the 56 police posts attacked, 25 of them had numbers of attackers stated 1-4 times 
per target (meaning that up to 4 people per target stated a number, and those people 
were either people interviewed by me, ICOE, or they were captured attackers).


Of the 87 villages attacked, 19 of them had numbers of attackers stated 1-3 times per 
village.


If 2 or 3 or 4 people stated numbers of attackers concerning the same target, the 
numbers were almost always either identical or very close, such as 300-400, or 
2000-3000.


The lowest stated number was 80, and the highest number was 30,000. The most 
common stated numbers were 300, 500, and 1000, thousands, and several thousand.
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How to count ‘Several Thousand’ 
There were numerous cases where 3 people commenting on the same attack stated - 
‘several thousand, thousands, 3000’. I took several thousand to mean 3000. 


Often a person stated ‘a thousand’ or ‘over a thousand’ and I would note that as 1000, 
and dismiss ‘over’.


The ‘10,000’ ‘Issue 
There were 4 cases where the number 10,000 (or in one case 30,000) was stated.

I realize that that may be just a figure of speech. Example: in English language, one may 
say, ‘I should not have gone to the shopping center today, there were a million people 
there!’ Of course, that is not literal, the speaker does not really mean one million. I know in 
many world languages, especially Asian, the number 10,000 is special and loaded with 
meaning. In this case, I think that the person stating 10,000 is really saying, ‘more than I 
can count’, ‘an overwhelming amount’.

(Remember, the person stating this has NOT been asked to state a number - so there is 
no incentive for him to say a high number, a low number or anything). Often the person 
who stated 10,000 was one of 2 or 3 people commenting on the same attack, and the 
others stated: ‘thousands’,‘3000’, or ‘several thousand’ - so I reduced that ‘10,000' to 
3000.


FINAL CALCULATIONS - 3 WAYS: 

1. Taking the smallest option stated (ex: from 300-400, I used the smaller number) and no 
10,000s, I got an average per target (that had stated numbers), and then applied that 
average to the total number of targets, resulting in: 120,120 total attackers.                                                 


2. Taking the larger option stated (ex: from 2000-3000, I used the larger number) and still 
no 10,000s, I got an average per target (that had stated numbers), and then applied 
that average to the total number of targets, resulting in: 148,434 total attackers.


3. Taking the larger option stated, and this time using the 10,000s, I got an average per 
target (that had stated numbers), and then applied that average to the total number of 
targets, resulting in: 302,874 total attackers.


Now, I think we can put aside the 3rd calculation (302,874) as most likely too high, and at 
the same time se can put aside the 1st calculation (120,120) as most likely too low, but 
first let’s take the average of those two numbers, which = 211,497.


Of course, there is no way to find an exact number of attackers, but now we have some 
very solid calculated numbers. Let’s take the 2nd calculation (148,434) from the above 3 
ways to calculate, and the average of the 1st and 3rd calculations (211,497) and I believe 
we can now say the number of attackers was between 148,434 and 211,497, and let’s 
round off those two numbers and simply say:


The number of Bengali Muslim (‘Rohingya’) attackers 
on Aug 25, 26, and 27, 2017, against 56 security force 

posts, and 87 villages was 150,000 - 200,000.  
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(Notice that any rounding that I do favors the Bengalis, so I cannot be accused of 
manipulating this to look any worse for the Bengalis).


Those numbers make a lot of sense: if people read the interviews and statements about 
the attacks they would often see things like, ‘We were awakened by intense gunfire, 
explosions, and voices screeching in Arabic and Bengali languages, “Allahu Akbar! Maro! 
Maro! Magh Kara Hari!” (Allah is the Greatest! Kill! Kill! Cut the heads off the Buddhists!)

There were only 7 police in our police post on the hill, but we could see that the police 
post was on fire! We were surrounded by ‘several thousand’ (or ‘thousands’ or ‘at 
least 3000’) Bengali militants, some had guns and homemade bombs, others had 
swords, knives and clubs. They wanted to kill all of us! We ran as fast as we could as our 
village burned, but some of our villagers were not fast enough and they were beat to 
death. Why do the Bengali Muslims attack us again and again? We cannot live here 
anymore if they come back, they will kill all of us someday. Why does their religion teach 
them to hate and and kill? We don’t understand that.’ 


NUMBERS OF POLICE / SECURITY FORCES PER OUTPOST 

Another interesting detail I calculated from the same data was the average number of 
police / security forces per outpost. Many people interviewed stated how many (or really 
how few) police were stationed at their village police post. The average is 12 - only 12. 


It was a miracle that the army received a warning only hours before the attacks, and all 
the police posts were warned that attacks were imminent and the officers were instructed 
to not leave the post, but be fully armed and ready to respond. They were ordered to not 
shoot first but to respond immediately after they are attacked, and that is verified by so 
many captured militants who state that, ‘We started the attack by throwing 2 bombs into 
the police post, but then almost immediately the police started shooting at us.’ 


So, with some police post only having as few as 3 or 4 men, and others having 15 or even 
20, and the average having 12, they managed to fend off upwards of 1000 militants and 
villagers who thought that they would attack the security forces first, by surprise, overtake 
the outposts, slaughter the security forces, grab all the weapons and ammo, and then 
annihilate the Buddhists, Hindus and ethnic minorities in an INTENDED GENOCIDE, and 
declare the land an autonomous (and apartheid) Islamic State - with NO diversity, NO 
multiculturalism, and NO other religions. GENOCIDAL INTENT is inextricably part of their 
religion, their history, their upbringing, and their culture (just ask the Hindus and Buddhists 
on all sides of Bangladesh or Pakistan), and there is always a dangerously high likelihood 
of death to others that live near them. This is why the Bengali Muslims cannot live with, or 
even near, any non-Muslims.
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NUMBERS OF TROOPS RESPONDING TO THE BENGALI ATTACKS OF AUG 25, 2017 

Nearly everyone would assume that at the time of the Aug 25, 2017 attacks, and over the 
next two weeks, the army had an overwhelming number of troops to subdue the Bengali 
militants - however it was the opposite situation. The army was seriously and 
overwhelmingly outnumbered by the ARSA terrorist group with its armed militants and 
participating armed villagers. The army certainly had more and better weaponry but the 
Bengalis had many times more militants. (once again, I am NOT an army sympathizer, I 
am reporting the facts).


The army immediately deployed troops after the Bengali attacks to defend, supply and 
rescue non-Muslim citizens, and to hunt down the militants for approximately 2 weeks 
(Aug 25-Sept 5, 2017). The ICOE later investigated the deployment thoroughly from all 
sides. It was determined that the estimated number of troops deployed ranged from 3000 
to 3500 in the frontline and that 1000 to 1500 were in support roles. 


The estimate was made this way: 25 infantry battalions were deployed as main operation 
units. Each infantry battalion is comprised of 150 officers and soldiers belong to each 
infantry battalion so that technically amounts to 3,750. A ‘company' (in the army) is 40-50 
soldiers of a battalion - so a battalion would have 3 ‘companies’. Normally two 
companies, (which consist of 80 to 100 soldiers), of a battalion are sent to the actual 
frontline, and 1 company is the support role. So, the minimum manpower of those infantry 
battalions in the frontline of 2,000, but that number is just the minimum, and does not 
include other military units, police forces and logistical supports. Taking those factors into 
consideration, the ICOE calculated that the total number of soldiers deployed during the 
security operations ranges from 3,000 to 3,500 in the frontline, while 1,000 to 1,500 were 
in support roles.


So, the total number of troops deployed ranged from 4000 to 5000,  
while the number of Bengali ARSA-led armed militants was 150,000 to 200,000.


The troops were seriously and overwhelmingly outnumbered by the ARSA fighters and 
villager mobs mobilized in the actual frontline. It was not anticipated that ARSA would 
have such a large number of collaborators in the attacks. The unexpected and massive 
force of ARSA and the village collaborators shocked the regular troops, especially those 
at the frontline. The security forces did not know how to react to the massive numbers of 
armed ARSA fighters and armed civilians. In responding to this national emergency, 
discretionary actions were taken in the field, in rapidly changing situations on the ground, 
by soldiers and their immediate commanders deployed at the village level.


ARSA had recruited local youth, villagers, and village-heads, and trained them in how to 
use guns and make homemade bombs. They recruited through the use of religious 
leaders (mawlawis, Islamic teachers) who encouraged them to join the attacks with 
ARSA. ARSA members could disguise themselves as 
villagers making it difficult to separate ARSA fighters 
from others - which is a WAR CRIME itself - by not 
wearing uniforms to distinguish militants from civilians, 
and blending into the villages, using human shields, 
and thereby facilitating collateral civilian causalities - a 
hallmark of Islamic militants worldwide.
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HOW THE TRUE NUMBER OF ATTACKERS WOULD, AND SHOULD,  
BE VERY PROBLEMATIC FOR ANY REPATRIATION SCHEME  

The number of attackers was 150,000 - 200,000. The number of refugees in Bangladesh 
is around 750,000. That means that basically 1 in 4 people, or 1 in 5 (or 20 to 25%) of the 
refugees are those who have attacked the actual indigenous people of Rakhine State 
under a savage and supremacist Islamic plan of ETHNIC CLEANSING and INTENDED 
GENOCIDE. That percentage is so high that it means nearly all Bengalis supported that 
plan - by active participation, or in a supporting role. Besides the 20 to 25% who actually 
participated in the attack, with a weapon (whether a sharpened iron rod, sword, wooden 
club, primitive pistol, or AK47) there were hundreds of thousands of avid supporters who 
were too young or too old to actively participate, and there were many supportive and 
faithful women who devotedly assisted the militants by cooking food, and washing and 
mending their clothes.  


No country on earth would, or should, give citizenship or even the privilege to live in that 
country to people who have:


1. committed the crimes (recognizable worldwide) of murder, mass murder, attempted 
murder, assault with deadly weapons, arson, rape, kidnapping, conspiracy to carry out 
mass murder, making threats of death, etc. 


2. tried to break off from the very birth of the new nation of Burma in 1948, demanding a 
Muslim-only autonomous state (a state in which the Muslims were not indigenous nor 
a majority).


3. attacked the non-Muslims again and again and again, since 1942, each time in an 
INTENDED GENOCIDAL manner.


4. sought and made alliances with Col Gaddafi in Libya (1978), the Taliban, al-Qaeda, 
ISIS, and other terror groups in Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Uzbekistan.


5. demanded citizenship in Myanmar, even thought they don’t want to be a citizen of  
(the Buddhist infidel) nation of Myanmar - they just want to get citizenship in order to 
use it to somehow detach themselves from Myanmar.


In California (my home state) history, Russian traders came and settled in California 
around 150 years ago. If they had rebelled recently, attacked many police stations and 
towns, and their goal was to ethnically cleanse the land of all others, and declare the land 
an autonomous country for themselves only - what do you think the U.S. would do?


TO DETER ACTUAL KILLER MILITANTS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS  
EXTREMELY THOROUGH INVESTIGATIONS ARE NEEDED 
The Myanmar authorities need to thoroughly investigate and vet every Bengali Muslim 
who wants to come back to Myanmar. This is absolutely necessary for the safety of the 
Buddhists, Hindus, and ethnic minorities, as well as for the safety of Bengali Muslims who 
are opposed to the Jihad madness (they are targeted as well by the militants who have 
carried out many hundreds, or by now, thousands of executions). As well, those who 
conspired and participated to carry out massive ETHNIC CLEANSING and INTENDED 
GENOCIDE must face justice as they are identified, apprehended, and prosecuted. 
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NOTICE: every accusation that the Bengali Muslims (‘Rohingya’) shout out to the world is 
actually an accusation against THEMSELVES. This is a very common element of Islamic 
terrorist groups worldwide. The terrorist groups’ goals, and the means to achieve their 
goals, become exactly what they accuse their victims of. The War Crimes and the 
Intended Genocide of the terrorists become accusations of the same against the true 
victims. It is a transference of the charges of War Crimes and Intended Genocide from 
perpetrator to victim. 


In all of these cases, and many others, there are characteristics that are in common:

1. Victimhood - The Muslims always perceive themselves as the victims of others, and in 

the Muslim mind that morphs into fighting against the aggressors. 

2. Their goals become their accusations against the people that they are fighting, in 

other words, as they fail in their ethnic cleansing or intended genocide of infidels they 
accuse their victims of the same crimes against humanity.


3. There is the transference of charges of War Crimes, Ethnic Cleansing, Genocide or 
Intended Genocide.


4. There are many situations of Islamic terrorists attempting to (and often succeeding) in 
drawing their opponents into firing on civilians, thereby creating damning media.


5. There are many instances of Islamic terrorists creating fake news stories with photos 
and videos unrelated to the conflict, but claiming that they are real.


THE BLAME IS ENTIRELY UPON THE BENGALI MUSLIMS (‘ROHINGYA’) 
The Bengalis own actions, along with their violent and supremacist religion, have created 
the dislike that everybody around them acknowledges - the Buddhists, the Hindus, and 
the various ethnic minorities such as the Mro, Thet, Diagnet, and Khami - all of whom 
have experienced the hate, violence, and attacks by the Bengalis. As well, their parents 
and grandparents have suffered tremendously from the supremacist Bengalis. 

There are other communities of Muslims in Myanmar that 
are respected and respectful people that live in peace 
and harmony with the Burmese - the Kaman Muslims, 
Panthay Muslims, Myedu Muslims, and others. They have 
never rebelled and fought against the nation. They have 
never demanded their own state for themselves only. 
They have been full citizens since the birth of the nation 
of Burma, and have the same rights as any other citizen. 

But, the Bengali Muslims are different - very different - 
dangerously different - even the other Muslims don’t 
like them and their violent supremacist form of Islam.

The Bengali Muslims have created the mess that they 
are in, and they must change dramatically or suffer the 
consequences.


by Rick Heizman, June 9, 2021

photos and videos: arakan-reality.smugmug.com

papers: scribd.com/rheizman

email: burmafriend88@gmail.com
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I have at least 50 sheets like this, 

and there will be many many more

http://arakan-reality.smugmug.com
http://scribd.com/rheizman
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